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S E G M E N T  2  — S E T T I N G  T H E  S T A G E

"What are the unique healthcare challenges faced by rural communities — the 
ones that people outside of rural America might not fully appreciate?"
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R U R A L  H E A L T H C A R E  — B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

The Rural Healthcare Landscape

60M+
Americans live in

rural areas

46%
of U.S. counties

are rural

136
rural hospitals closed
between 2010–2024

3x
higher maternal
mortality rates

Source: HRSA, The Chartis Center for Rural Health, AHA  |  Data reflects most recently available figures
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S E G M E N T  3  — T H E  P H I L A N T H R O P I C  O P P O R T U N I T Y

"From your vantage point working across multiple institutions, what role can 
philanthropy realistically play in addressing the needs of healthcare institutions in 
rural communities?”
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S E G M E N T  3  — T H E  P H I L A N T H R O P I C  O P P O R T U N I T Y

"What types of healthcare initiatives or programs are most needed in your 
community based on what you're actually hearing from people?” 

“How does community input shape your fundraising priorities?"
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P H I L A N T H R O P Y ' S  I M P A C T  O N  R U R A L  H E A L T H

Where Philanthropic Funding Makes a Difference

Capital equipment & facilities 82%

Mental health & behavioral programs 67%

Workforce recruitment & retention 61%

Telehealth infrastructure 54%

Community health outreach 48%

% of rural health foundations reporting this as a top funding priority  |  Source: AFP / Giving USA Rural Health Survey (illustrative)

BRIDGING THE GAP  |  PHILANTHROPY'S ROLE IN RURAL HEALTHCARE



S E G M E N T  4  — B A R R I E R S  &  C H A L L E N G E S

"What are the real barriers that exist when it comes to directing philanthropic 
healthcare funding to rural communities?”

BRIDGING THE GAP  |  PHILANTHROPY'S ROLE IN RURAL HEALTHCARE



B A R R I E R S  T O  R U R A L  P H I L A N T H R O P I C  F U N D I N G

The Gaps That Hold Rural And Community Health Back

01

Donor Pool Size

Smaller, less wealthy donor communities with fewer 
major gift prospects

02

Funder Preference

National foundations often concentrate giving in urban 
& academic medical centers

03

Staffing Capacity

Limited development infrastructure — many rural 
hospitals have 0–1 full-time fundraisers

04

Visibility Gap

Rural institutions lack brand recognition and national 
media presence
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S E G M E N T  5  — R E A C H I N G  R U R A L  D O N O R S  &  V O L U N T E E R S

"How do you tailor your philanthropic outreach and messaging to resonate 
authentically with rural donors and volunteers?"

BRIDGING THE GAP  |  PHILANTHROPY'S ROLE IN RURAL HEALTHCARE



S E G M E N T  6  — W H A T ' S  W O R K I N G

"What approaches are you using to leverage philanthropic support? Is there 
anything that might surprise people or that others could learn from?“

BRIDGING THE GAP  |  PHILANTHROPY'S ROLE IN RURAL HEALTHCARE



S E G M E N T  6  — I N N O V A T I O N  &  W H A T ' S  W O R K I N G

Notable Trends in Rural Health Philanthropy

↑ 38%
Growth in telehealth fundraising campaigns, 2021–2024

2x
Rural health foundations using planned giving vehicles vs. 5 
years ago

72%
Rural donors who say a personal story motivated their first 
gift

$4.3B
Total rural health philanthropy in the U.S. (2023 estimate)

Source: Giving USA, Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, AHA Annual Survey  |  Figures are illustrative benchmarks
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S E G M E N T  7  — M E A S U R I N G  S U C C E S S  &  I M P A C T

"What metrics or outcomes should fundraisers track to evaluate performance? 

What does success actually look like?"
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S E G M E N T  7  — M E A S U R I N G  S U C C E S S  &  I M P A C T

Examples of metrics that demonstrate impact of philanthropy

F U N D R A I S I N G  M E T R I C S C O M M U N I T Y  I M P A C T  M E T R I C S

Dollars raised per campaign

Donor retention & acquisition rate

Average gift size & growth year-over-year

Planned gift pipeline value

Patients served / programs funded

Community health outcomes (e.g., ED visits, readmissions)

Equipment / facilities funded as % of capital needs

Staff recruited or retained via philanthropic support
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S E G M E N T  8

Audience Q&A
Submit your questions now
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Save The Date: 

May 14th at 2:00pm ET, Webinar l 
Mission Under Pressure: How 
Healthcare Leaders Are Using 
Philanthropy to Navigate Economic 
Uncertainty
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Don’t Miss Out: 

Sign up at the QR code below to 
request the Annual Transformational 
Gift Report



S E G M E N T  9  — C L O S I N G  R E F L E C T I O N S  &  C A L L  T O  A C T I O N

Thank You

What's your next step?
Connect with us for a free consultation at bizdev@gobelgroup.com


